In January Pastor Hagan led several bible studies exploring community within our Lutheran church.  As with topics, this one is equally important for the school as for the church.  I believe that in being a part of community one experiences stronger relationships and develops stronger Christ-esteem.  Community in the school is about climate.  Feelings of safety, the ability to speak ones’ mind, respect, and being ready to take on challenges because they are seen as opportunities combine to create a threat-free atmosphere where faith helps students understand and control their emotions, find security through their trust in God, and practice Christian love toward others.  A threat-free school and a community of believers are lofty goals, even for a Lutheran school.  However, as we meet in our family groups, we see each other as people of Christ, not just as first-graders or eighth-graders.  Building relationships within grade levels is critical to building a positive climate where bullies of all ages are unwelcome.  Within these family groups, the students practice manners, build trust, and learn ways to show Christ in their lives. But it is important for you to know that your home, not the school, is the most valuable place to learn about these things.
Is your faith private and personal?  Is your faith just not something you are comfortable talking about? When pressed to talk, do you talk about the church or your faith? 

Evangelism - sharing the redemptive story of Jesus Christ - is the job of every Christian. No matter your age, occupation, educational background or church experience, if you know and follow Jesus, it is your job to tell others about Him. Why?  Lutherans, and other Christian’s, call this job the “Great Commission.”  Jesus tells us (in the book of Matthew) to “go and make disciples, baptize in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and teach others to obey everything commanded.”


So, is it the job of the teachers? Yes.  Is it the job of the administrator?  Yes.  Is it the job of the children?  Yes. Is it the job of parents? Yes.


But how?

By telling your story, that's how. Answering faith questions of those around you is a primary format for personal evangelism, building Christ-esteem in others, and nurturing community.
SEE the list of questions to cover…..
Have you found yourself at a loss for answers? Are you ready to help the school children to become equipped to share Christ with others? We are here to assist the group in thinking through questions and answers, help with the flow of story-telling, and provide some tips on gaining a comfort level with the idea of plugging yourself into the great commission.

1.  As you think about the following questions, you may be tempted to answer succinctly.  Remember though, your children (and other mission field candidates) want enough details so they can relate to you.

Tell about your life while Christ was an assumed, perhaps even a ‘traditional’ part of your week. 

Describe your family background. 

Did you come from a Christian home? 

What did church mean to you? 

What was your image of God? 

Tell about your lifestyle, perhaps the automatic rather than intimate spiritual relationship, and possibly your emptiness and frustration.  

Lutherans are typically labeled as having a faith life that is personal and private.  How do respond to this statement?

2.  Talk about your life now that you have grown into a personal relationship with Christ.  
For many Christians, especially Lutherans, the Holy Spirit came to us at an early age.  So, life before faith in Jesus as your Savior, may take you back to a time you have no memory.  However, at some point you probably realized that your faith is more than tradition, more than philosophy, more than anything else in your life.  Again, honesty is the key here. Do you still have problems? You bet. Are you still a sinner? Yes. 
But has life changed for you because now the words to hymns make sense. You have ‘a friend in Jesus’, you recognize that you have received ‘amazing grace’, and you want to hide yourself in the ‘rock of ages’ because you know He is ‘a mighty fortress.’  
Saint Paul reminds us 1 Corinthians 1:9 that we are called to faith and that faith calls us into fellowship.  This fellowship is both a vertical relationship (between you and God) and a horizontal relationship (between you and other people).  Fellowship is not about how others serve you, but how you can serve others.  

What changes in your life, and the lives of your family, when you consider not what you are getting out of the relationship, but what is best for the community of believers?
The apostle John reminds us in his first letter (1 John 1:7) that when we walk with Him we have fellowship with one another.  
Now how can you reference the above thoughts as you answer these questions?
*Which service are we going to this week?

*Do we have to go to Sunday School?

*Why am I ‘doing’ confirmation classes?

*I get religion classes 5 days each week; do I have to go on the weekend?

*The baby gets cereal in service.  Can I bring my book?

*Why don’t we go to bible study?

*Do you read the bible?

Take time to write down your answers.  Keep your answers short, but be willing to elaborate.  After you have written your answers, practice before a mirror or with another adult.  You want to be familiar with this so that it flows naturally and doesn’t come across as ‘canned’.



Final step: Go and share Christ, in your home and outside.

*Which service are we going to this week?

As part of the body of Christ, we are attending the 8:00 service because we want to witness the baptism of >>>>.
*Do we have to go to Sunday School?

We go to Sunday School to support others as well as continue growing.  We are a community, and as a community we need to grow together.  This includes those we see every day and those we see only on occasion.

*Why am I ‘doing’ confirmation classes?
Confirmation class helps you to understand the doctrine of our church.  It is impossible to truly participate if you don’t understand what it is all about.  Knowing the doctrine provides you a solid foundation to build upon and to examine everything else that fills (or wants to fill) your life.  

*I get religion classes 5 days each week; do I have to go on the weekend?

Growing is not a part-time calling.  I want you to grow in your relationship with Christ and your understanding of His word in your life even more than I want to (pick one)

a. Advance in game levels 

b. Read a novel   

c. Practice sports
*The baby gets cereal in service.  Can I bring my book?
While you were too little to participate in worship we met your physical needs by bringing cereal and bottles.  Now we need to help you meet your spiritual needs.  Reading your book or coloring may be a quiet activity but they do not allow you to participate in worship.  You are old enough now to be a part of the community.  As part of this community you need to bow your head and participate in common prayers.  As part of the community you need to listen to the message and consider how the pastor’s thoughts can be played out in your day.  As part of the St. Paul community, you need to offer a welcoming smile and peace to those around you.
*Why don’t we go to bible study?
We haven’t been attending bible study and Sunday School because I forgot, or never understood, what it means to be a part of the community.  Now I understand that being a member means to participate.  Participating means to decide to be an active member.  Being an active member means being a part of bible study and Sunday school because in doing those things I am giving myself time to grow stronger spiritually and be a stronger member of the community.
*Do you read the bible?

I do read the bible.  It concerns me that you have to ask.  I realize that having my ‘private’ devotion time early in the morning means that you never see me in the Word or in prayer.  Perhaps I will start including a bible reading time in my car line waiting period.  Perhaps we should begin reading the bible at your bedtime prayers.
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